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EOYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF Til I! 

TIIillTV-SEOOND ANNIVEUSAM MEETlNa OF THE SOCIKTY 

Held on t/ie 19</i Maij, 1855 
TIIE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD ASHBURTON, 

rilKSIDENT, 

IN TIIK CHAIR. 



TIIE FOLLOWING REPORT OP TIIK COUNCIL 

WAS IIRAD nt B. CtAllKE, ESQ., HONOBABV KF.CBBTAKV : — 

Till? Council of tlie lloynl Asialio Society, in reporting on tlie litviimc- 
lions of tlie past year, have to announce, with great regret, a diminution 
in the number of their members; tlic new elections Ijeing only 0,* wliile 
the loss has been, by death I7,t and by retirement 10,t causing a total 
diminution of 10. 

• Elections:— I. A. K. Forbes, Esri- ! 2. Sir Cbatlcs Fox; 3. Sir Moses 
Woiitefiore, Bart.; 4. E.G. G. Jliirray, Es(i.; 5. J.W. Uedbouse, Esq.; G. F. H. 
Kobinso.i, Esq. ; 7. Andrew WiRbt, Esq. ; 8. Lieut. Hugh Williams, U.E. 

+ Dcatlis, Resident and Non-Ucsiileut : — I. J. R. Barnes, Esq.; 
2. Henry Blansliard, Esq. ; .'I. J. F. Elpliinsloue, Esq. ; 4. G. B. Grcenoiigli, 
Esq.; 6. Joseph Hume, Esq., M.P. ; C. Sir Robert Harry Inglis, Bart, j 
7. Lord Viscouut Jocelyn, JI.F. ; 0. The Rev. R. Jones ; 9. Sir George G. 
De II. Larpcnt, Bart.; 10. Maliommed Ibrahim Muckba; 11. William 
Newiiham, Esq.; 12. B. A. R. Nicliolson, Esq.; 13. Joseph Pliillimorc, 
Esq., LLD. ; 14. Browne Roberts, Esq.; 15. Lieut.-Gcn. W. Saudwitli, 
C.B. ; 10. John Sullivan, Esq. ; 17- A. Trevor, Esq. 

+ Retirements of Ilcsidcnt and Noii-resldent Members:— I. The Rev. 
Dr. Arnold ; 2. F. Ayrton, Esq. (slriicU off); 3. Harry Borrodaile, Esq. ; 
4. Major Close; 5. John Cotton, Esq. ; C. T. W. Ileuderson, Esq.; 7. •'• A. 
St. John, Esq. (struck olF) ; II. John Marks, Esq. (struck off) j it. William 
Henry Martin, Esq. ; 10. J. C. Morris, Esq. 
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Among those of wJiom we have heeii depiiveil \>y death, the Council 
are not called upon to record the loss of any eminent Oriental scholar, 
whose great attainments or peculiar devotedness to the pursqlt and 
extension of our knowledge of Asia would have made it their duty to 
trace the ste|)s of his literary progress, and to enumerate the works by 
which the treasures of Eastern learning had teen enlarged. 

I'he fame of Mr. Greknouoii belongs more especially to other Societies, 
to whose service he dedicated the labours of a long and brilliant career 
of scientific rcsoarcl), than to tlie Hoynl Asiatic Siicicty; but lii.s nauiii 
cannot be allowed to pass in tills Iteport witlioiit a trilmie of respect 
and gralitiidi! for the benefit wbich India must derive from his extensive 
investigation of the pbysicul geography of that country. I'liis subji^ct 
he discussed at large in two lectures delivered in these rooms, illustrating 
two maps of beautiful structure and minute detail. lie also compiled a 
geological map of India, a rcinarkahle work, the result of the patient 
labour of many years. Of this map Mr. (jreenoiigli ]ircsente(l a cojiy to 
this Society, which may at all times be consulted by its nicinbeis. The 
East India Company so fully appreciated the value of the information 
thus imparted that they purchased a large number of copies of the 
geological map, and have sent it out to the Indian Presidencies, that it 
m.ij- be perfected by the additions or corrections of local observation or 
more recent discovery. 

The loss which the Society has sustained In the death of Sm Roukiit 
Harry Ikoms is shared with many literary and scientific liodics, to 
which he gave his liberal support. Whenever the inany calls on his 
time alloived him lo attend our meetings, his presence was gladly wel- 
comed as that of the accomplished scholar, the cordial ]>romotcr of 
investigation and research, tlie courteous and warm-hearted Kiigllsh 
gentleman. His interest was readily awakened on Indian siilijeets, 
towards which ||is feelings had been early drawn by the distinguished 
career of his father. Sir Hugh Iiiglis, — a name honourably recorded in 
the Annals of the East India Company. 

The Council have the pleasure of informing the Meeting that 
Colonel Rvwlinson is daily expected in Englaml, having quitted 
Baghdad early in March. lie has closed his diplomatic ciiiccr, and 
intends to devote himself wholly to the examination of the inscribed 
monuments of Assyria and Babylon, of which lie brings with biiii a 
very numerous collection. We clierish the conhdent oxpcclalioii that 
these lettered monuments, and the stores already deposited in our 
national Museum, will yield up all their hidden meaning to the steadily 
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continued investignlion of our learned member, whose pnst labours, 
flllhougli mncli interru|ited by engrossing otiicial duties, and fre- 
quently by severe indisposition, Iiave produced a copious harvest of 
results, iiivahmble to students in liistory, palceology, languages, and 
scientific resenrcb. Henceforward he will not only be able to give his 
undivided exertions to the lank, but will have the great advantage of 
abundant material, much of which is of less fragmentary character than 
the greatest portion of what he has had to work upon in his Eastern home. 
The results of Colonel Itawlinson's investigations, since our last Anniver- 
sary Meeting, have been, nceeKsarily, less striking than those of (oinicr 
years. The (irstannouncenientof discoveries made in an unknown region 
must, oljviously, ))C more remarkable, and the results more extensively in- 
teresting, than the aecinnnlations of still progressive research, the clearing 
up of obscurities, and rectification of conjectures. But the scholar and 
student will see in these latter labours a more real addition to positive 
and certain knowledge than in the first discoveries, which are nioi-e 
popularly interesting. The most striking of the advances of the last 
year is undoubtedly the discovery of the form and purpose of the Dirs 
Nimrud, the most reinnvkalilo of the remains of ancient Babylon; and 
the finding of two perfect inscribed cylinders deposited in the very 
places vvheie they were inserted in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, and, 
very probably, by his own hands. The tenor of the inscriptions on 
these cylinders has been already communicated by Colonel Kawlinson 
to the Society; and, on that gentleman's return, Ave moy expect a full 
and complete translation. 

InWcstern Cbaldra, in the marshy plains near the junction of the two 
gi'cat rivers of Mesopotiiiiia, the sitiH of several ancient cities have been 
ascertained; and the detailed aeconnts of two, which have been opened 
and described by J. ]']. Tiiylor. ICsq., have been obligingly communicated 
by the authorities of the liiilisb Museum, and read at our Meetings, and 
they will be found in the Journal of the Society. 

The liberality of the East India Company has enabled each member 
of the Society to po.sscss a copy of the excellent maps of tho regions of 
Nineveh and Baliylon, the ancient empire of Assyria, made with great 
labour and accurate science, by Captain Jones. The map, with the 
valuable inciiioir by tliat otriccr, accompanied by the scientific detail of 
bis aslioiioiiiical and trigonometrical observations, will be found in the 
forthcoming Jdunial. 

IMombers are aware tliat the Society has, during the last two years, 
lent the use of its rooms to the Assyrian I'.'xcavation Fund ; and its 
officers have been happy to loud that Association every assistance in their 
power to carry on the objects for which it was embodied. 

62 
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The Council liave now to announce that the operations of tlio Fund 
hare ceased, in consequence of an agreement entered into by them n-ith 
the Trustees of the Britisli Aluseum, by which they have transferred to 
tliat institution the balance of their funds, on the understanding that it 
would continue the excavations in Assyria for at least a limited period. 
This arrangement was rendered necessary by tlie exhaustion of the 
means at the disposal of the Fund, and the impossibility of collecting 
nione}' for such purposes in a time of general excitement and pecuniary 
pressure, caused by the war now cairied on in the East. 

From the two Reports issued by the Fund, copies of which are on 
the table, it will be .seen that, during the period of its existence, it has 
done much towards completing the discoveries so brilliantly opened and 
carried forward by Layard and the French savans, and which have led 
to such important results in the labours of our distinguished associate, 
Colonel Rawlinson. 

Mr. Loftus, acting for the Fund, has thoroughly explored the ruins 
of Warka, and examined, more or less completely, all tlie more impor- 
tant mounds in Babylonia, some of which have yielded very interesting 
remains ; he has also been instrumental in excavating another great 
palace on the mound of Koynnjik, besides discovering several new build- 
ings both there and at Ninuud. His last discovery lias been that of a 
room at the latter palace, containing an immense number of fragments 
of ivory and bronze, wliicli apjicar to have formed a throne, and the 
furniture of an important apartment in the palace. 

Mr. Loftus is now on his way home, bringing with him these ivories, 
and all the smaller objects he has collected during the excavations, 
as well as the remainder of the beautiful scries of drawings prepared for 
the Fund by Mr. Doutcher, the artist employed by thcni for the pur- 
pose; the latter forming a more jierfect series of illustration of the styles 
of Assyrian sculptures than anything that has yet reached this country 
from the East. 

The Accoinits of the Society for the past year, duly audited, will be 
presented to the Meeting, and will shew that any further diminution of 
its income can ill be borne. The balance at the close of the last year's 
account is only ^61 05, being £70 less than at the end of 10C3; and of 
that £105, all but £20, is the balance remaining of the I'arliamentary 
Grant in aid of the publication of the Tlawlinsou papers. 

The Council greatly regret tlie loss of ten Annual Subscribers by 
resignation. They are well aware that when the presence of war- 
taxation is felt, one of the readiest means of retrenching expenditure is 
found in the discontinuance of subscriptions to public societies ; but they 
would urge on the Jleinbers the great inii>orluncc, not only of not 
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diiiuiiishiiig, liiit of pioiiKiling an increase of tlie resources of tlie Society 
if it is to carry out elficiciitly the purposes for whicli it was founded. 
Tile expenses of tlie .Society are not capable of diminution, without 
serious injury to its l)est interests ; for they consist principally of three 
items : — first, the rent and tuxes for a respectable house, in which to 
receive their Members, and to preserve their Library and Museum ; 
secondly, the moderate salaries of indispensable otTicers ; and, thirdly, 
the charges for printing, which, from the nature of their publications, 
involving jthc use of various ty|)es, and the frequent introduction of 
illustrations in lithography, cannot be reduced below their present 
average standard without destroying the value of the works they put 
fortli. ]}ut the present insulliciency of liberal support to this Insti- 
tution has now brought down its income below its expenditure, which 
has only been met by sinking nearly all the floating balance of the j'ear 
preceding. Tliis condition of our finances has the elFect not only of 
cramping the operations of the Society in their ordinary course, but of 
suspending any endeavours for tlieir extension. 

There arc various measures within the scope of the Society's designs, 
on which they would gladly enter, were their means sufPicient, — mea- 
sures adapted, and much required, to meet the changes which have 
taken place in the position and relations of the Society, since the days of 
its foundation. Among those changes, perhaps the most striking is, that 
it is no longer, so almost exclusively as it was, the recipient of original 
communications on the subjects for the investigation of which it was 
founded, tliough it may justly claim the merit of having, by the varied 
and important matter which it collected and communicated to the 
country through its earlier publications, awakened the desire for a more 
extended knowledge of India. Kesearches into the science, physical 
condition, and arts of the nations of Asia, are now prosecuted by many 
learned and scientific associations, which have sprung into existence long 
since the establishment of this Institution ; and our supply of com- 
munications on Oriental matters h.as consequently diminished. Still, 
however, it is through this Society that the important revelations which 
the energy of Ilawlinson has clVccted, and is progressively enlarging, are 
made known to the world ; and the original communications of our 
learned Director, and occasional papers from distinguished scholars 
and diligent investigators, tlioii^li far less numerous than tlicy were 
some years since, still impart to our journal an interest peculiarly 
its own. 

But if some subjects which the early labours of the Society were 
directed to illustrate, have been, in great measure, exliausted, and infor- 
mation on others of general interest has been flowing into other 
channels, the topics of literary, scientific, and general investigatirn in 
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rospcct of Asia, Imvo l)ceii eo iiiuUi[>1ic<l, itiul tlivii- limits Imvo bo vastly 
expaiiilcd, tlmt tlicy now cull fbitli, not only the enligliteiicd attention 
and active energies of our own eounti-ynicn, hut the industry and 
acumen of our continental neighhouis, es|iecially those of Germany mul 
France. Without a watchful obscrvutiun of what is hrought to light 
in those countries, n very Iniperlcct acquaiuliuicu is kept up with the 
progress of successful researcli on Asiatic subjects. 

It seems to follow from all these considerations that, in addition to 
its own contributions to the general fund of knowledge respecting Asia 
and its inhabitants, it is desirable that our society should concentrate 
information of whatever is ])roduccd or illustrated in rc3j)cct of Asia, by 
the learning and industry of our own countrymen or by residents in 
foreign lands ; in a word, that the inijuirer fur infornmliun respecting 
India might be referred to the Royal Asiatic Society us the general 
depository where investigation may he assisted, and study prosecuted, 
with the greatest prospect of benefit. But to attain these desirable 
objects, our library, hitherto composed of valuable, but uncouncetcd 
donations by liberal benefactors, must have ilsdefinencics systenuitically 
supplied, BO that it should contain whatever thu student or the man of 
research may desire to consult fur information on tho past or present 
of Efistern Nations. These desirable improvements cannot be made 
without larger resources than are at our coinuiand. 

Further, it would be desirable that the Journal should be more 
frequently and regularly published, and that it should dinfusc early 
information on whatever can interest tlie scholar ami the inquirer respect- 
ing the races, the languages, the |>roducts, tho literature, the arts, the 
institutions, the habits of its varied populations, and that it should 
contain occasional reviews, summiny analyses, or other notices, of recent 
and valuable works relating to those subjects, whether in our own or in 
foreign languages. But to do this eircctnally the time and talents of 
Bcholars conversant with Oriental subjects, and with the languages in 
which they are treated by our Continental neighbours, must be secured 
for regular and continuous service ; and that cannot be done without 
liberal remuneration. It would be requisite also tlmt extensive cor- 
respondence should be canied on in order that literary productions of 
importance and value should be early ol)taincd from the quarters in 
which they have been produced. L'ut little advance can be nuule in 
any of these objects without a considerable accession to the (unils at the 
command of the Council : our field of uscriiluess is wi<le and fruitlul, 
but the resources at our disposal do not allow us to cultivate it as we 
desire. 

Should the Society be so fortunate as to obtain, at an early period, 
accomniodation iu any public building which may be appropriated to 
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the iiac of litciiuy nsHociatioiis, tlic sniii wliich tlic relief from llic 
present heavy cliiugc for lioiise-rciit would lihcrato, might he heneficially 
applied to enlarge the sphere of the Society's opernlioiis ; and the Conncil 
liavc very sincere gratification hi announcing that our Nohic President 
lias interested himself warmly in our cause ; and that in answer lo his 
applications to the Government, and the presentation of a Memorial on 
the subject, his Lordship received an assurance from the department of 
Works, that the churn of the Society would he considered whenever the 
suhjoct of appropriating huiUlings in Burlington Gardens or clsew here, 
to the use of the learned and scientific societies of London, should couie 
for decision heforc the Government. 

Tho Council have not in the present year made nnj' provision for 
rencwiu!!; the Course of Evening Lectures, which had been given in the 
two preceding j'ears. The attendance of members, especially during 
tlie lust Session, had not proved tlmt Htiincient interest was taken in 
those which wero delivered to encourage an cndiavour to prevail on 
gentlemen whose time was much engrossed by laborious occupations 
during the day to work up tojiics requiring research and labour, to he 
profluced bcfm-e such small assemblies as had met to hear the lectures 
of 11)53-4. 

It will he the duty of the niembers assembled at tliis Annual 
Meeting to elect a President, tho period of three years having elapsed 
since tho appointment of tlic Noble Chairman, Lord Ashburton, to that 
olhcc. The experience which the Conncil and the Society have had of 
tho invariiildc kindness and courtesy of the Nolile Lord, and his readiness 
to exert his inlluencc for our benefit when occasion presented itself on 
which it could be rendered available, have only impressed ns with 
feelings of great regret that Ills Lordship has not been able, by reason 
of severe indisposition and absence from London, to give us the benefit 
of his presence and his counsel to the extent to which we are assured 
that it would have been his desire to do so. 

In recommeiidiiig a successor to tlie Presidential Chair, the Council 
anticipate the cordial concurrence of the general body in the sentiment 
that we shall lie only orTcring n just tribute to the pre-eminent ciuali- 
fications of our learned Director to hold the most prominent position in 
all that concerns the ol>ject for which the Royal Asiatic Society is 
embodied, f we call upon him to accept, for the ensuing period of office, 
the highest |)l;ice in the Society of which he has so long been, and long 
may he continue ! the honour and stay. 

The following five Gentlemen will go out of Council, by rotation this 
year, in conformity with the Rules of the Society, — Dr. J. Bird, Henry 
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Lewis, Ksij., Major Olipliant, Sir Erskiiie Pcrrj-, Sir Riclmrd Vyvyau ; 
aiid it will lie for the Meeting to All up the vacancies. The Council 
submit for j'our election the following names : — Colonel Ilawlinson, 
N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., John Muir, Esq., Sir Thomas Edward Colo- 
brooke, Bart., and John Pollard Willoughby, Esq. 

The Coniniittcc of the Oriental Translation Fund have published, 
during tlie past 3'ear, the text and scholia of the "Divan of the 
Huzailis," edited by Dr. ICosegarten, of Greifswald. The concluding 
and supplementary volume of the Lexicon of Ilaji Khalfii, edited and 
translated by Professor G. Fliigcl, the completion of which was confi- 
dently expected last year, has not yet appeared. The ilclay has been 
chiedy occasioned by the labunr necessary to supply tlio very useful 
addition of copious indexes ; and as the Professor has been requested 
not to extend the work beyond the present seventh volume, sixty sheets 
of which arc already printed, it is hoped that this valuable work will bo 
soon brought to a conclusion. 

The Committee have accepted the projtosal of the Reverend Canon 
Cureton, to publish, with the assistance of the Committee, his interesting 
translation from the Syriac, entitled " Spicilegium Syriacuni." This 
work, which is accompanied by on Introduction and Notes, comprises 
curious Ante-Nicene remains of Syriac Theology and Philosophy, and will 
probably greatly illustrate the slate of feeling and learning upon those 
subjects which prevailed when the Mohammedan system commenced, 

AUDPrORS* REPORT. 

The following Report of the Auditors on the Financial Accounts of 
the Society, was then read by John Mum, Esq. 

The Auditors appointed to examine the accounts of the past year, 
beg to report that they have gone over them and found them correct, 
and properly vouched. In presenting this Report, they beg to remark 
that while the Ordinary Receipts for the year amounted to only 
J.'l)2i)lli.3./., the Disbursements amounted to £OOaBs.lJ,or£<j<J IGs.lOd. 
in excess of the Receipts. This result is not atlributablo to any 
extraordinary outlay during the year ; but on the contrary, thougli we 
observe one unusual charge in the accounts, viz., that of ;£75 5s. lOd. 
for a Catalogue of MSS., yet, as only one Number of the Journal was 
)u-iutcd last year, the total amount of the Printer's Bill for 1054 fell 
short of that for 1053 by more than one hundred pounds ; and the total 
expenditure forl054 was less than that for 1053 by about tbeaamcsum. 

In estimating our probable receipts for the current year, we see 
reason to apprehend some falling-olf as compared with last year; and 
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(18 it (Iocs nol npiicur possililc lliiit our ilishur.scmciits cnn he rciluocfl 
materially below tlicir present standard, we shall not he in a position 
to meet current demands without a still further reduction of our 
balance. 

In these circumstances, as it would he very undesirable to continue 
to draw on the futided capital of the Society to meet ordinary cliargcs, 
we beg to draw the attention of tlie meinl)ers to tliis unsatisfactory stale 
of our finances, and would suggest tliat individual members should use 
their best efforts for enlisting their respective friends among the Societj-'s 
Buppjrters. 

T. C. RODEllTSON. 

T. EDWAUD COLEBROOKE. 

JOHN JIUIR. 
19lh May, 185.5. 

It was moved by the IIoNOunAitLE Percy Smitiie, seconded by 
W. S. W. Vaux, Esq, and carried unanimously : — 

" Tiiat the Reports of the Council, and of the Auditors, be received 
and adopted ; and that the thanks of the Society be returned to the 
Auditors for their services upon this occasion." 

It was moved by Siii Tuomas Edwaud CoLEniiooKH, and seconded 
by JIajor-Gknijuai, Baonoi.d, and carried unanimously : — 

" That llic best thanks of the Meeting be presented to tlie RmuT 
IIoNouitAHi.B Loud Ashiiuiiton for presiding over tlic alTairs of the 
Society for the last three years, and for the readiness which His Lordship 
has always evinced to prouiofc its interests." 

Lonn AsnuuuToN acknowledged the tliimks voted to liiin on his 
retirement from tlie IVesidentship ; and delivered the following address 
on the condition and prospects of the Society : — 

I thank Sir Edward Colebrooke for the friendly and favoralile 
manner in which he has introduced my name, but he will pardon me, 
I hope, if I hesitate to accept his meed of praise for the continued 
interest I take in Indian affairs. That can scarcelj' be considered a 
merit which is shared by every individual who has at any time taken 
an earnest part in the responsibilities of Indian Government. 

Our relations with that country are of a nature to conciliate a far 
more lasting sympathy than can be produced by the petty party details 
of our Home or even of our Colonial Office. AVe have subdued and 
made utterly dependent upon our will sixty millions of helpless unre- 
sisting beings; we have dethroned their princes, impoverished their 
gentry, annulled their laws, and now by the contact of a higher civi- 
lization we are obliterating their creeds, usages, and liabils of thought. 
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All lliis we Imvc done, not under the couipulsion of detitiiiy, but uf our 
own free will, for our own purposes. And now that it lias become our 
care to sow fresh seed over the wiwte we hnve created, ciin it be attri- 
buted as n merit to a sower of that seed, that he has not forgotten to 
watch its growth, never ceased to pray for its success? 

Sir Edward Colelirooko has likewise spoken with favour and consi- 
deration of the many deficiencies to be found in my services as President 
of your Society. Permit me to assure j'ou that these deficiencies have 
arisen from no indifTercnce to the honor you have conferred on me, no 
lukewavinness in the objects you pursue. I never would have ventured 
to accept the office of presidinir over your Councils, however great that 
distinction, if I could have contemplated the possibility of licluf? for two 
cun.^i'cutivo seasons lolallv disabled from the performance of its duties. 
'I'lio best requital, however, gentlemen, that I can make to you for your 
iudub^ont forbearance is, that I should proceed at once without further 
allusion to myself, to perform the last task reuiaining to me, and make 
some few observations, in obedience to precedent, upon such changes os 
have occurred during my stewardship materially to afloct the interests, 
or modify the operations, of our Society. This liabit of periodical 
revision, irksome and unprofitable as it nioy often ai>pear, has never- 
theless its use, for in the present revolutionary succession of events 
it beconu's ns ever to be on the watch, that our institutions con- 
tinue suited (o the wants and emergencies of the times, lest, as in the 
cose of the dole to the wayfarers at St. Cro.«s, we may be doing mischief 
instead of good, or os in the case of Emigration Societies we nj/iy be 
fo\md expending our means and energies to produce results better 
accomplished by the attractions of Australian gold and other provi- 
dential agencies. 

Uut 1 have no such change to announce with regard to your 
Society. My business will be, on the contrary, to prove that its claims 
on your exertions ore at this moment more stringent, more imperative, 
than was ever contemplated by our illustrious and far-sighted founder. 

But before I go to that jiart of my sulijoet allow me to saj- n few 
words res|>ecting the Uejiort which has just been read. I see no reason 
for discouragement because our funds have sull'ered frftin the present 
temporary stagnation of trade, neither should we repine, I think, if the 
cstablishuieut of the Geological, Mineraloglcal, and Statistical Societies, 
should have withdrown from us as well as from the Itoyal Society, 
some active members fronr our ranks, some interesting papers from our 
recoKlod proceedings. The same fate bus attended other parent insli- 
tutions: the Fever, Consumption, and Cancer Hospitals have robbed 
St. George's and St. Uarlholelnew's, both of cases for their study, and of 
funds for tlieir support. 
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It is not lor tlio (Viciidi) of jnogicMH to griiivc over a cliiiiifrc, wliicli, 
liowcvcr it may restrict ourHplicrn of action, must by llic division of 
laljor ami concentration of ofTort do more for tlie geograpliy, iiiiiie- 
rnlopy, and Statistics of India than can ever be efTected by our desultory 
appiiances. We are not striipslins for the monopoly of doing good, it 13 
cnongli for us that it ehotild be done. The field withdrawn from our 
rare is barren in comparison with that which remains, and I now revert 
to the main ol)ject of my observations with the view of shewing tliat 
the changes Hiat have occurred during liie |icriod of my stewardship 
have given, and are now giving, n more vital importance to the special 
operations of this Society thua was ever even contemplated by its 
founilcrs. 

The first of these special operations to which I shall allude is, that 
of disseminating in this country a knowledge of Indian products. This 
work h.as been so usefully carried out by the ingenious and effective 
lectures of Dr. Royle within our walls, that the East India Company 
have assigned to him, at the public cost, a still more extensive sphere of 
action. And they are right; for unless the foreign purchaser be brought 
in to relieve the overstocked markets of Indian produce, one of two 
fearful alternatives must ensue, fatal alike to our Indian Empire: we 
must either greatly reduce the land revenue and bring on financial 
embarrassment, or wo must, by continuing it at its present rate, im|>ose 
on the Ilyot the necessity of sacril'icinp an ever increasing portion of 
his crop in order to defray it. To shew tliiit this is an increasing 
danger, I might almost content myself with citing the acts of the Ennt 
E'lst India Government. It is only now that they have become 
awakeneil to the necessity of taking active measures for its remedy. 
Not only have they called in the assistance of Dr. Hoyle, but they have 
spent five lacs of rupees in the ossortment of goods for the Paris 
Exhibition. 

Suthce it therefore to say, that every extension of our rule, every 
improvement of our administration, increases the produce to be sold by 
the secure and peaceful cultivator, while nt the same moment the market 
for that produce is diminished by tlie dissolution of the native courts, 
by the impoverisbment of the gentry, and the disbandmcnt of their 
retainers. Nay, the very blessing of cheaper and better clothing, the 
produce of our power looms, has aggrav.alcd the mischief by the ruin of 
whole districts of weavei-s, who have become in consequence producers, 
instead of purchasers, of food. 

The next function to which 1 will allude is, that of investigating and 
recording the histories, manner.s, laws, and usages of Asiatic nations 
with a view to keep unbroken the links which connect the several 
epochs of man's existence. And let me here observe that we do this, 
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lint r<ii' Die Mili:>riu:tiuii of ti l;islo, but for the fiiHiliiiciit of A duly. It 
would ill hccoiiie civilized I'^iiglnnd to incur the r«pi-oach justly Jevelltid 
iigaiiist the then harhiiruus Itonmn for the extinction of nil traces of 
Carthaginian civilization, or against the then brutal Spaniard for having 
obliterated from the world's liistory, every record of the only cultivated 
people of America. 

We have niidertiikeii, I may almost say on behalf of the Govcrn- 
nicnt, to fulfil this obligation, and the Government acknowledges our 
services by her aiinnal pittance. lias there been any change in India 
to make this obligation less imp:rative? Far from it. The sphere ot 
cur action has been fioin year to year enlarged, by the overthrow o. 
dynasties wluisc pride it "as to encourage iiulivc learning, and jueserve 
the riciMils o{ their ancestors. But a still greater cliaiige is about to 
result (Voni the extension of education, in accordance with the suggestion 
of tlio admirable Report which has been just issued. 

)lv that scheme a new world of thought is opened out to the native 
student, lie is encimriigcd to desert his own l>!\rieu literature for tho 
more fruitful branches of knowledge to be ac<iuired through the litera- 
ture o( the West. 

We rejoice to see this change. It bids fair to regenerate the faith, to 
improve the social relations, and purify the ntorals of our brethren in 
India, as well as to promote their advancement in art, wealth, and 
comfort ; but, on the other hand, it imposes on us the iiecissity of taking 
on our-'iclves the duties not only of the Sovoieigiis wluuii we have 
dolhidiiod, but also of the learned bodies whoso attention has been 
diverted tluougli our nieaiis to more attractive studies. 

1 come now to the last and most important change of all, the change 
ill the (lovermnent of India, consummated by tho late Charter Act. In 
Ibis room we are not polltici.iiis. Whether in this room or out of this 
room we are good and loyal I'jnglishmen ; wc accept with submission 
the laws of our country; we do our best to work them for good. It is 
in this spirit that I now allude to the late Charter Act. My object is 
to show, that if at the time of the foundation of this Society, it was 
desirable that the people of England should be made conversant with 
the wants, wishes, and feelings of their In<lian fellow-subjects, it 
becomes ten-fold more imperative now, when an act has been passed 
■which must, step by ste)), reduce the Government of India to a pure 
despotism of ignorant men, unchecked by the voice of the governed, 
and aiisweiable only to the control of public opinion in this country. 

'I'hc Uill of last session, to an ordinary observer, makes but little 
rhangc in the distribution of power between the Oourt of Directors and 
the Hoard of Control, but to any man cognizant of the working of the 
system, it is but too evident that the balance of power so carefully 
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established by Mr. I'itt bn<! been dcflioycd, niul tlmt the Court is left nt 
this moment nt the iiu'vcy of the minister of the day. 

The Government of India, ns conceived by Mr. Pitt, consisted of nu 
Indi.in element and nn Imperial clement. 

From the Indian element he required the iradilion.nl knowlcdi^e, the 
kindred sympathies which should connect the governors with the 
governed; from the Imperial element he demanded only tlmt extent of 
control which was necessary to maintain the predominance of Imperial 
above local interests. Power was therefore given to the President of the 
Board to overrule any and every resolution of tJio Court of iJirccloiM, 
but in order to prevent the abusive cxerciRC of this power to the 'iU|icr- 
cession of administration by tiic Court, Mr. Pitt left the Diioctor-) so 
independent in their origin, so powerful to work on public opinion at 
home, ns to cnalile them to withstand the usurpations of tiie Board of 
Control. 

They represented the Court of Proprietors, composed at tlial time 
of tho best of the trade of London. Tlicy had llic monopoly of Ibe 
trade of India and China; they held the distribution of a palron;i;;e 
more v.aluable than that of the Crown. The result was, that in spite of 
the omnipotence of the Board, the Court did in very deed carry on tin? 
administration of India; and it is to that administration b^- men of 
Indian interest, Indian knowledge, and European intelligence, that we 
owe the wonderful expansion of our glorio!i9 Eastern Empire. 

Every ch.ange since the time of Mr, Pitt, whether wise or niiwiso, 
necessary or nnnecessar}', has tended to impair the balance of powor 
which conslit\iled the leading feature of his Constitution. 

Tho monopolies of tr.ade were withdrawn, the Proprietors were 
reduced to the condition of annuit.ants. They became less lit for the 
responsible duties of election. No care was taken to repair the nii.'-cliief 
by the infusion of other clemonts of independence and disintcrestcdues''. 

Still, however, the prestige of past greatness supported the Directors, 
and public opinion gave them strength to resist any gross usurpation of 
their salutary functions; but by the proceedings of these last years tbeir 
weakness has been m.anifeslcd to the world, the character of the pm- 
prietnry body which elects them has been exposed, and virtually coii- 
demned by the verdict of Parliament; and the result is, that one porlion 
of the Directors are selected by a discredited Constituency, wliilc the 
other i)ortion arc to sit with them at the choice of the very power 
whose iisurpation llicy are intended to resist. 

How can we expect that such a body, mulcted of half of their power 
by the loss of their principal patronage, disconnected from the civil 
service, exorcising nn authority which was pronounced by ministers in 
both Houses of Parliament to be merely provisional, how can we expect 
them to resist the omnipotence of the minister? 
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Wo maj' expect, therefore, to see the Goveiiiment of India carried 
on according to tlic good pleasure of the iiiiiiisler wlio may happen for 
the time to represent the current public oi)iiiion of this country. It is, 
therefore, to the cultivation of that pubhc opinion, os the only check to 
preserve tlie lives and liberties of our Indian brethren, that the best 
energies of our Institution must be diverted. Wherever, thcrelorc, wc 
turn, whether we regard tlic gradual but far from imperceptible changes 
induced by the unfolding of successive events, or whether we look to the 
more striking changes brought on by the direct agency of man, we see 
ample reason for congratulation that this Society bus been estaldislied, 
(lint it still coutiuues to present objects worthy of earnest pursuit to an 
association of serious men. 

We see further that a Society whidi performs such functions as 
these in aid of the Government, has claims upon that Government far 
beyond any which can be put forward by other Societies in this metro- 
polis. I have urged those claims, and I trust that they will have due 
weight when the assignment of rooms in Burlington House is made. 

Lastly, Gentlemen, before I sit down, allow me to con^rratulute you 
upon the appointment you have made in your new President. 

The learned Societies in this country, unlike similar Societies abroad, 
consist of two classes; they include not only men of thought, but men 
also of influence and act ion; not only those who investigate truth and make 
great discoveries, but those also who popularize and put them in practice. 

Each of these classes has within itself its own special jealousies and 
asperities; each has the property of neutralizing the asperities and 
jealousies of the other. Separate these classes, and you will find their 
Socictj' constrained, unimaginative, almost insipid; fuse tliem together, 
and you will not only (ind tliclr faults neutralized, but (heir elliciency 
iiR'ro.isod. It is true that the unlearned members contribute no know- 
lodge of their own, but they do contribute that nnl'eigned symjiathy, 
that ready admiration, which are powerful incentives to exertion in 
others. Add fnrther, that they stand as a disinterested, unsuspected 
medium between rivals to prevent the rode jar of immediate contact. 
It would be as unwise to remove the worldly element from the meetings 
of the learned as it would be exclude the huuianizing inlluence of 
women from general society. 

It has been the habit of our various scientific associations to select 
(heir olhee bearers inditVerenlly from these two classes, but on this 
occasion there can be no doubt, no ciiibarrassnunt, in the choice. We 
have in our ranks one who unites in his own person the highest qnaliti- 
catioiis of both. It was with luide, therefore, that we have all hastened, 
learned and unlearned, to secure to the Asiatic Society the advantages to 
be derived from the lustre of hia name, the extent of his knowledge, 
and the wisdom of his couusels. 
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Before I sil down, let me thank >on for the pnticnce with which j'mi 
liave listcncil to me. If I liavc Ircspasseil too long on your attention, 
if I have used language too strong for llie occasion, it is because I feel 
deeply. Tlic task you have undertaken is a serious task. It involves 
the welfare of sixty millions of human beings. 

The following vote was moved by CAPTAt^^ Eastwick, seconded by 
Professor GoLDSTlicitrn, and carried unanimously : — 

" That the cordial thanks of the meeting be olTerrcd to the Director, 
the Vice-Presidents, and the Council of the Society, for their 7.o:dons 
exertions in the discharge of the duties of tlieir offices, — so essential to 
th(! best interests of the Society." 

It was moved by MAjon-Gp.NERAT, Baonolp, seconded by Robkrt 
IIuNTun, Esq., and carried unanimotisly : — 

"That the best thanks of the meeting bo given to the Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Librarian for their zealous fulfilment of the duties 
devolving upon them." 

The Trc.isurer and the Secretary acknowledged the vote. 

Ij. R. IlniD, Esq., and K. R. II. Mackenzie, Esq., having been 
appointed Scrutineers, the Meeting proceeded to ballot for Officers and 
Council, in accordance with the Regulations of the Society. 

At the close of the balbit, Professor II. II. Wilson was declared 
unanimously' elected t<) fill the oflice of President of the Society for the 
ensuing three years. 

CuAni.ES Elliott, Esq., RicnAun CLAnur;, Esq.. and John 
SiiAKCsruAii, Esq., were severally declared re-elected to the re.spcctive 
offices of Treasurer, Honorary Secretary, and Librarian ; and the 
following members were reported to be elected into the Council for the 
ensuing year: — Bagnold, Mnjor-General ; Bland, Nalhnnicl, Esq.; 
Bosanquet, J. W., Esq.; Briggs, General John, F.R.S ; Colebrookc, Sir 
Thomas Edward, Bart.; Edmonstone, N. B., Esq.; Eergusson, Jauir-, 
Esq.; Latham, Dr. R. G.; Muir, John, Esq.; Pollock, Lieutennnt-Gencial 
Sir George, G.C.B.; PrI.uilx, Osmond De Bcauvoir, Esq.; Hawlinsoii, 
Colonel, C.B. ; Robertson, T. C, Esq.; Sykcs, Colonel, F.U.S.; Wil- 
loughby, J. P., E.sq. 

Thanks were voted to the Right Honourable Chairman for his 
conduct in the Chair; and the next Ordinary Meeting was announced 
for the 2ud of June. 
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